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Alley.

Loganberry Books celebrates 19th Annual Author Alley

Loganberry Books Celebrates 19th Annual
Author Alley August 1-2. Loganberry Books Invites
Readers & Bibliophiles to 19th Author Alley Long-
standing Cleveland Book Fair Scheduled for August

1-2. Cleveland book lovers and aspiring writers can
meet more than 60 authors from northeast Ohio
(plus a few from further afoot) and purchase their

books at Loganberry Books® 19th Annual Author

Teen to get learner’s permit at 15
A bill approved this week by the

Ohio Senate would allow young Ohioans
to get a learner driving permit at age 15,
rather the current 15 1/2, allowing up to
one year for driver training, instead of six

months.

Author Alley to be held at Loganberry
Author Alley will be held at Loganberry Books,

13015 Larchmere Blvd.on August 1-2, 2026. Dozens
of local authors will set up shop in the iconic mural-
adorned alleyway next to Loganberry, where they’ll

have the opportunity to connect with new readers and

mingle with fellow writers.
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Medlcal examlner rules on cause of deaths of girls found in suitcases

Two young girls whose
bodies were found buried in suit-
cases in Cleveland’s South Col-
linwood neighborhood died by
homicide and malnutrition, ac-
cording to the Cuyahoga County
Medical Examiner’s Office.

The medical examiner
ruled that 10-year-old Amor Wil-
son and 8-year-old Mila Chatman
died of “homicide by unspecified
means with malnutrition,” records
released Thursday show.

The sisters’ mother, Ali-
yah Henderson, 28, caused the
deaths of the children sometime
between Nov. 12, 2025, and Mar.
2, 2026, court records show.

Henderson remains
jailed on a series of charges, in-
cluding four counts of aggravated
murder, four counts of murder, six
counts of kidnapping, four counts
of felonious assault, three counts
of child endangering, one count of
tampering with evidence and two
counts of gross abuse of a corpse,

years before their deaths.

Amor Wilson and Mila Chatman at a doctor s appointment a few

in connection with their deaths.
She has pleaded not guilty.

The girls’ bodies were
discovered on March 2 after a man
walking his dog near East 162nd

Street and Midland Avenue noticed
the animal sniffing around a partially
buried suitcase in a vacant lot. The
man opened the suitcase, found what
appeared to be human remains and

A suitcase containing the bodies of Amor Wilson and Mila Chatman|

were found by a man walking his dog.

called 911, prosecutors said.

As detectives searched
the area, they found a second
suitcase buried nearby contain-

ing the body of another child, a few
hundred feet away from Hender-
son’s home.

Investigators  identified

Henderson as a suspect within 48
hours and arrested her on March 5
after executing a search warrant at
a home on East 162nd Street. Of-
ficers also found another child in-
side the residence who appeared to
be healthy. The child was placed in
custody of the Cuyahoga County
Division of Children and Family
Services.

Earlier ~ this  month,
Cuyahoga County Common Pleas
Judge William Vodrey ordered
Henderson to undergo a com-
petency evaluation to determine
whether she can stand trial.

Henderson remains in the
Cuyahoga County jail on a $2 mil-
lion bond. She is due back in court
on Wednesday, records show.

Funeral ~services  for
Amor Wilson and Mila Chatman
were held on Wednesday March
25, 2026 at the Mount Sinai
Friendship United in Cleveland.
The two sisters were found buried
in suitcases on March 2, 2026.

No closure for Mitchell family as case remains cold

Just before Christmas
of 2025 Cuyahoga County Medi-
cal Examiner’s Office Issues
New Ruling in Danny Mitchell
Case from 1980 CLEVELAND
— Cuyahoga County Medical Ex-
aminer Dr. Thomas P. Gilson to-
day announced a ruling change
to homicide in the 1980 case of
Danny Mitchell. Mitchell, 20, was
found in Cleveland, OH, on May
17, 1980. The case was original-
ly ruled “undetermined” by Dr.
Samuel Gerber due to advanced
mumification and partial skel-
etonization. The cause and man-
ner of death have been changed to
“homicide” by unspecified means.

“This is a significant step
in our investigation into the death
of Danny Mitchell. Having an
identification helped our review
of Danny’s death. The sum of the
investigation points to foul play,”
said Dr. Gilson. “While we can-

Mitchell
not say with certainty what type of
violence caused this death, the cir-
cumstances are indicative of homi-

cide. By working with our partners,
our next step will hopefully involve
bringing the person or persons re-
sponsible for Danny Mitchell’s

As millions of drivers
filled up and hit the road for
the long Independence Day
weekend, gas prices were the
lowest they've been in several
weeks. The national average is
down 40 cents from a month
ago at $3.79 for a gallon of
regular. While that number
is higher than last year, it's a
relief from this past spring,
when the national average
peaked at $4.56 on May 21.
Crude oil prices have fallen to
their lowest levels in months,
dropping to the $65 per barrel
range.

According to new
data from the Energy Infor-
mation Administration (EIA),
gasoline demand increased

Gasoline prices lower for holiday

last week from 8.77 million
barrels per day to 9.13 mil-
lion. Total domestic gasoline
supply decreased from 216.3
million barrels to 214 mil-
lion. Gasoline production in-
creased last week, averaging
10 million barrels per day.

At the close of
Wednesday’s formal trading
session, West Texas Interme-
diate fell 92 cents to settle at
$68.58 a barrel. The EIA re-
ports that crude oil invento-
ries decreased by 3.8 million
barrels from the previous
week. At 408.4 million bar-
rels, U.S. crude oil inventories
are about 7% below the five-
year average for this time of
year.

Northeast Ohio Average for Self-Service Gasoline

Regular

This Week
Last Week

Last Year
National

(07-24-26)  $3.61
(07-17-26)  $4.61
(07-25-26)  $3.52
(07-24-26) $4.49

y,

death to justice.”

Danny Lee Mitchell, 20,
was reported missing by his family
on April 2, 1980. He was last seen
at 6319 Euclid Avenue in Cleveland,
wearing blue jeans, a black jacket,
an orange flower shirt, and black
shoes wkyc.com. On May 17, 1980,
unidentified remains were found at
2041 East 65th Street. Due to ad-
vanced mummification and partial
skeletonization, the case was origi-
nally ruled “undetermined”

The case remained cold
until 2017, when Mitchell’s family
recognized a facial reconstruction of

“John Doe” presented by Twinsburg

Family and friends walk to remember Chrlstlon Olson

More than two years after
18-year-old Christion Olson died
from injuries that were ruled a ho-
micide, his family is still waiting
for answers.

Family, friends and sup-
porters walked through Medina
Public Square to keep Christion’s
memory alive.

The family said Chris-
tion returned home on July 13,
2024, after being with friends in
Brunswick Hills, suffering from
critical internal injuries. He later
died at the hospital. Police ruled
his death a homicide.

“There’s still unsolved
questions and we just want to
keep his name alive. The more we
can do that, the more the aware-
ness can become,” said Christo-
pher Olson, Christion’s father.

His parents said the walk
is about remembering their son
and making sure people know his
story. Even now, Rochelle said
some members of the community
are just learning about what hap-
pened.

“It’s just very odd that,
you know, there’s not more aware-
ness. Even two years later, we still
have people come up and say that
they had no idea,” said Rochelle
Olson, Christion’s mother.

The loss has changed
their lives forever. They remem-
ber Christion as a caring young
man who loved to sing, dance and
make people smile. His parents

Police. They reported him as a
possible match to the Ohio Bu-
reau of Criminal Investigation
(BCI).

Initial DNA testing
(2023): Confirmed a maternal
relationship to Mitchell’s sib-
lings but not enough for positive
ID.

Investigative ~ genetic
genealogy (2024): Using the
same technique that helped
solve the Golden State Killer
case, genealogists at Innova-
tive Forensic Investigations
uploaded the DNA profile to
GEDmatch Pro and confirmed a

positive sibling relationship

Final confirmation: In
February 2025, NCMEC and BCI
confirmed the remains belonged to
Danny Mitchell Hoodline.

With the identification,
the Cuyahoga County Medical Ex-
aminer, Dr. Thomas P. Gilson, re-
viewed the evidence and conclud-
ed the manner of death is homicide
by unspecified means While the
exact type of violence cannot be
confirmed, the totality of the inves-
tigation points to foul play

Authorities said the next
step was to bring the person or

Family, friends and supporters walked through Medina Public
Square to keep Christion’s memory alive.

said their lives have been fro-
zen in time ever since.

“Our life is stuck on
July 13, 2024. Every day it’s
a struggle to even open your
eyes and get out of the bed,”
said Rochelle.

As the investigation
remains open, the family is
still searching for answers.
His parents believe someone
knows what happened, and
they’re urging that person to
come forward.

“To the person that
knows what happened to
our son that evening, we ask
that you come forward. We
ask that you think of how
your parents and family and
friends would feel,” said Ro-
chelle. “Anything, any tip
could be the one thing that
could open this investigation
wide up, please do not be
afraid,” she said.

The Olson family said

persons responsible to justice. The
case remains open, and the public
is encouraged to provide any infor-
mation that could help solve it
Incident date: April 2,

1980 (reported missing)
Death date: May 17, 1980
Location:  East  65th

Street, Cleveland, OH

Status: Unsolved homi-
cide; investigation ongoing Ohio
Attorney General

Anyone with information
is urged to contact the Ohio Attor-
ney General’s Office or Cuyahoga
County law enforcement.

they’ll  continue holding
walks and keep Christion’s
story in the public eye until
they learn what happened to
their son.

Anyone with infor-
mation about Christion Ol-
son’s death is encouraged
to contact Brunswick Hills
Police at 330-225-2081 or
remain anonymous by con-
tacting Crime Stoppers at
216-252-7463.

Missing 12-Year-Old in Cleveland

The Cleveland Division of
Police is urgently seeking the pub-
lic’s assistance in locating a missing
12-year-old boy, Quran Goodson,
who was last seen on Friday at 8:17
p.m.

Goodson left his home in
the 900 block of East 143rd Street
after a family dispute and has not re-
turned. Police believe he may be in
the Cleveland area or staying with
friends News 5 Cleveland WEWS.

Physical Description

Height: 5 feet 6 inches

Weight: 126 pounds

Hair: Black

Eyes: Brown News

If you have any informa-
tion about Goodson’s whereabouts,
please contact:

Fifth
216-623-5500

Cleveland Division of Po-

District ~ Police:

Goodson
lice  Non-Emergency Line:
216-621-1234 News 5 Cleve-
land WEWS

Safety Reminder

Do not approach the
missing person. If you see some-
one who matches the descrip-
tion, contact police immediately.
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Cuyahoga County Medical Examiner appoints new Chief Deputy Medical Examiner

Cuyahoga  County
Medical Examiner Dr. Thom-
as P. Gilson has named Dr.
Elizabeth R. Mooney, D.O., to
serve as Chief Deputy Medi-
cal Examiner of the Cuyahoga
County Medical Examiner’s
Office. In this role, she will
supervise the forensic pa-
thologists, whose work is es-
sential to conducting timely,
objective death investigations
that support public safety, the
criminal justice system, and
surviving family members.

“The Medical Exam-
iner’s Office is very pleased to
promote Dr. Mooney into the
role of Chief Deputy. She is an
excellent pathologist and dedi-
cated public servant. We will
be in good hands,” said Dr.
Gilson.

“I am deeply hon-
ored to have been chosen to be
the next Chief Deputy Medi-
cal Examiner and Forensic
Pathologist for the Cuyahoga
County Medical Examiner’s
Office, and to assist our cur-
rent Chief Medical Examiner,
Dr. Thomas Gilson,” said Dr.
Mooney. “Having worked
for the agency for nearly 10
years, | can honestly say that
I am proud to help lead a

Mooney
truly incredible group of bril-
liant Forensic Pathologists and
will only strive to live up to
their expectations, those of the
CCMEO and the citizens of
Cuyahoga County.”

Dr. Mooney has been
with the Cuyahoga County
Medical ~Examiner’s Office
since 2017, serving as Deputy
Medical Examiner. In that role,
she supervised pathology as-
sistants and facilitated forensic
pathology fellowship trainings.
She is replacing Dr. Joseph
Felo, D.O., who has been with
the office for 29 years.

“I want to express my
sincerest thanks to Dr. Joseph
Felo, who is returning to the
role of Deputy Medical Exam-
iner after several years as Chief

Deputy Medical Examiner, and
prior to that, as First Deputy
Coroner,” said Dr. Gilson.

For those interested
in forensic science:

Cuyahoga  County
Medical Examiner Dr. Thomas
Gilson announced the fall dates
of the popular Citizens Acad-
emy program. The Cuyahoga
County Medical Examiner's
Office is now accepting appli-
cations for the academy, which
will begin on September 18,
2025.

"The Citizens Acad-
emy is the way our agency
reaches back to the public to
introduce the high-quality
work that their support makes
possible," said Dr. Gilson.
"Over a few months, our ex-
perts share their knowledge
and experience in this popular
program. As public funding be-
comes more challenging, I ap-
preciate the backing of County
Executive Chris Ronayne and
the dedication of Christopher
Harris and Mindy Naticchioni,

who coordinate the Citizens
Academy."

The academy, held at
the Cuyahoga County Medical
Examiner's Office, will meet

Thursday evenings from 6:00
pm to 8:00 pm. Residents
can expect to participate in
lectures, case reviews, and
hands-on demonstrations from
doctors, scientists, and investi-
gators. Some of the topics in-
clude:

Forensic Pathology

Toxicology

Death Investigation

Trace Evidence

"We're excited to re-
turn for our 8th season of one
of the county's most popular
community programs,” said
Christopher  Harris, ~Exter-
nal Affairs Manager for the
Cuyahoga County Medical
Examiner's Office. "We en-
courage anyone with an inter-
est or curiosity about forensics
or true crime to apply."

The Citizens Acad-
emy is free of charge and open
to all eligible residents. For
more information or to apply,
please visit mecitizensacad-
emy.com.

All
should be completed and sub-

applications

mitted to the Cuyahoga Coun-
ty Medical Examiner's Office
by August 8, 2025.

Weekly Wealth For Your Health

Help navigating inflation for small businesses

Inflation is a big
concern for America’s
more than 32 million small
business owners, but there
are solutions, according to
a recent survey.

Nearly one in
three  business owners
report feeling extremely
worried about inflation
and rank it as a top busi-
ness concern, and another
62.5% say they’re gener-
ally concerned about in-
flation and are keeping an
eye on rising prices, ac-
cording to the new survey
data from SCORE, men-
tors to America’s small
businesses and a resource
partner of the U.S. Small

Business Administra-
tion.

SCORE’s  Spring
2022 Megaphone of Main
Street: Inflation & the
Economy report found
only 7% of small business-
es are not troubled about
inflation while three out of
four small business own-
ers report mixed feelings
about the economy overall.

While finding cus-
tomers remains a serious
problem for small business
owners (51.8%), cash flow
(35.9%), inflation (33.9%)
and supply chain disrup-
tions (30%) are all rapidly
growing issues as the econ-
omy remains tumultuous.
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Many small busi-
ness owners (62.7%) have
seen their profits decline
over the past six months.
Meanwhile, rising costs
cause cash flow problems
for one-third (35.9%) of the
small business owners sur-
veyed. Vendors and suppli-
ers are charging 65.7% of
business owners more than
they were six months ago.
More than half of business
owners (53.5%) now pay
more for utilities (includ-
ing gas). Only 15.5% re-
ported profits were higher
than expected.

To improve prof-
itability, some small busi-
ness owners are seeking
more profitable clients,
some are adjusting their
product mix or improving
technology, most are rais-
ing prices.

All but 7.8% of
those surveyed have raised
prices by 5% to 20%, with
an average increase of
11%.

Fortunately,
SCORE can make a dif-
ference. “Small business
owners have been inun-

dated with curve balls
throughout the past two
years with no signs of
slowing down,” explains
SCORE Vice President of
External Relations Betsy
Dougert. “We want entre-
preneurs to know they are
not on this journey alone.
SCORE has a plethora of
resources, including small
business experts, to help
them navigate challenges
and thrive.”
SCORE—a
501(c)(3) nonprofit orga-
nization—supports small
businesses during diffi-
cult times. Since 1964, it
has helped 11 million en-
trepreneurs start or grow
a business. SCORE’s
10,000 volunteers provide
free workshops and edu-
cational services to over
1,500 communities na-
tionwide, creating 25,084
new  businesses  and
71,475 non-owner jobs in

2022 alone.

To discover what
SCORE can do for you
and your small business,
visit www.SCORE.org.

Summer exercise to get healthy this year

(NAPSI)—  Sum-
mer is here, and individu-
als seeking the best deals to
help them get beach-ready
and fit for swimming, surf-
ing, biking, or family travel
adventures have a variety of
options to get active and fit.
Here are three ways to take
your fitness to a new level
while saving some dough:

1. Take ad-
vantage of summer gym
savings.

Many gyms are of-
fering summer discounts to
help you start a new fitness
program or maintain your
current one at a more afford-
able rate. You can search for
individual deals at your fa-
vorite gym or fitness studio.
Or, if you’re thinking about
switching gyms but aren’t
sure which gym is best for
your needs, visit an “online
market” or gym aggregator
site that offers thousands
of gym choices for one
price, with no long-term
contracts. For example, the
Active&Fit Now™  pro-
gram offers a fitness mem-
bership that lets you choose
from more than 7,900 gyms
for $29/month. Programs
like this allow you to try
multiple gyms and cancel
at any time to find the one
that suits your fitness goals
without long-term contracts
or any hidden fees.

2. Explore
boutique fitness studios.

If you’re more mo-
tivated by the idea of join-
ing a smaller, more special-
ized, and personal gym, a
boutique studio may be the
perfect option. Boutique
studios tend to offer a more
tailored fitness experience
with like-minded people
who want a focused ap-
proach. These studios are
surging in popularity and
offer specialties like Pilates,
or yoga, or even spinning.
Others focus on dance,
barre, or strength training.
The point is, a boutique stu-
dio can help you find your
fitness vibe and maybe even
your workout “tribe.”

If you think you
can’t afford a boutique stu-
dio, shop around for sum-
mer discounts. Or check
whether fitness membership
programs include studios,
too.

If you shop around,
you’ll likely find a program

that offers the right bou-
tique option for you with

discounted rates ranging
from 20%-70% off. Be sure
to look for no long-term
contracts, or initiation or
cancellation fees. You’ll
want the flexibility to find
the focused fitness activity
that meets your needs.

3. Train  in
the cool comfort of home
with online classes.

Sometimes  you
just don’t have time to
make it to the gym, but
you don’t want to skimp
on your workout routine—
so, let technology be your
workout buddy. Many fit-
ness programs allow you
to train in the comfort of
your home with on demand
workout videos you can
tailor to your needs. Some
programs even offer free
workout classes on stream-
ing platforms like You-
Tube. Simply go to You-
Tube and put in your gym
or program’s name to see if
they offer a workout playl-
ist. The Active&Fit® fam-
ily of programs, for exam-
ple, offers hundreds of free
YouTube classes, includ-
ing dance, cardio, strength
training, and yoga. By join-
ing one of the Active&Fit
programs, like Active&Fit
Now, you can gain access
to more than 5,500 videos
from top video workout
producers like Les Mills,
Shift, and Cycling Fusion.

It’s not too late to
get active and fit for sum-
mer fun. Take the first step
today by exploring the
many gym and fitness pro-
gram offerings and summer

deals in your area.

Always remember
to consult with your doctor
before starting a new exer-
cise routine and to discuss
what types of exercises are
safest for you. Persons de-
picted are not Active&Fit
program members

Locally, The Hiit
Factor Larchmere, 13010
Larchmere Boulevard has
many inexpensive options

to get started.
If you want a fam-
ily environment when

you workout then buy this
groupon and you can't go
wrong. [ bought the unlim-
ited one month class and it
was so good I will sign up
long term. Take care of your
mind and body with this
awesone gym!

The HIIT Factor is
a groundbreaking new fit-
ness studio that will offer
a variety of group fitness
classes designed to get your
heart pumping including
high intensity interval train-
ing AKA HIIT, Cycling and
Zumba. We even have Pole
HIIT! Personal training is
available for members who
also enjoy one on one coach-
ing. If it is centering that
you need, we’ve got yoga
and massage too. After your
workout, refuel with cold
pressed juice, a smoothie, or
a healthy, delicious meal in
house with Fawaky Burst!
While we are a proud black
owned (1/2 woman owned)
we are focused on the EN-
TIRE community. Let's

build together!

JOHN H.

LAWSON

Attorney And Counselor At Law

4614 Prospect Ave. East - Suite 323
Cleveland,

OH 44103

(216) 881-9675

FLOWERS

GIFT & FRUIT
CHEESE & WINE
DELIVERED ANYWHERE

DAILY

(216) 721-1500

11520 Buckeye Road M’i ;
Shop for flowers on our website 24/7 w

www.orbansflowers.com
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To Advertise
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Call 216-721-1674

Jim’s
MAGIC AUTO BODY
2709 E. 93rd Street —
Cleveland, Ohio 44104
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Experi Painting - Collision Work - Insarance Jfobs

PRINTING
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Flyers - Program Books
Raffle Tickets - Wedding Invitations
Funeral Programs

1 DAY SERVICE - (216) 721-1674

Will Buy

Old Boxing Magazines
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Raffle Tickets
For
Fundraising
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Call 216-721-1674

Full Color
Funeral Programs
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With A Professionally
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Call 216-721-1674

Program Books
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Events And Fundraisers
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Israeh ministers announce plans for new 1llegal settlements in Gaza and West Bank

Israel’s defence and
finance ministers announced
plans for three illegal settle-
ments in Gaza and more than
$400m (£300m) in funding
to expand construction in
the occupied West Bank, as
Israel’s military commander
for the region celebrated vio-
lent outposts as his “security
partners.”.

With national elec-
tions scheduled for 27 Octo-
ber, Benjamin Netanyahu’s
far-right coalition is racing
to expand control of land in
occupied Palestine and drive
out Palestinians before its

mandate expires.

The defence min-
ister, Israel Katz, said he
intended to set up three
“Nahal” outposts in north-
e Gaza, a type of military
community that for decades
has paved the way for Isracli
civilian settlements.

The finance min-
ister, Bezalel  Smotrich,
announced  1.3bn  shekels
(£318m) in funding for doz-
ens of new Israeli settlements
in the occupied West Bank.
The cabinet allocated the
money last month but kept
the decision secret because

of expected US opposition,
[sraeli media reported.

Maj Gen Avi Bluth,
who commands Israeli forces
in the West Bank, told resi-
dents of extremist outposts
that he ‘“appreciates their
work” and considered them
to be partners in security with
the military.

Bluth, who grew up
in a West Bank settlement
himself, spoke on Wednes-
day at a meeting of the eu-
phemistically named Farms
Association, which repre-
sents settlements that are il-
legal even under Israeli law.

 ALookAtMyWorld |

After all,

By Dr. JAMES L. SNYDER

As I was leaving the
post office, I hurried across the
parking lot to get to my vehi-
cle. As [ usually do, I kept my
eyes focused on the ground as I
walked to my vehicle.

Then, I saw it. There it
was in all of its stunning beauty.
I stopped for a few moments to
look at it, and then bent over
and picked it up. It was a penny.
That’s right, one cent.

[ couldn’t wait to get
home to show it to The Gracious
Mistress of the Parsonage. She
knows how much I love collect-
ing pennies. Of course, I have
other coins as well, but it’s so
great to walk in a parking lot and
find a Penny.

Walking in the front
door of the house, I shouted,
“Honey, I’'m home. You’ll never
guess what [ found today.”

She shouted back at
me, “Let me guess. You found a
penny in the parking lot.”

Quite stunned, 1 re-
plied, “How did you know?”

“Well,” she said, “I
knew you were going to the post
office which has a large parking
lot and you always find a penny
in the parking lot. So I really
wasn’t guessing I just knew what
you found.”

I walked into the
kitchen where she was and
showed her the penny [ found
at the parking lot. With a great

a penny is a penny

smile on my face, I said, “Isn’t
this penny beautiful?”

“You do know,” she
said, “that a penny is only a pen-
ny?”

“I know a penny is a
penny and I've been collecting
them for years.”

She wasn’t really im-
pressed with my obsession with
coins. I had a fairly large coin
collection, and I can always add
to it, even if it’s just a penny.

I tried to explain to
her that 100 pennies equal one
dollar, and even if it’s just a
penny, collecting them is about
enjoying the small wins and the
simple pleasures in life, which |
believe everyone can appreciate.

What 1 find intriguing
about pennies in a parking lot
is that they don’t cost anything.
These tiny treasures bring me
simple happiness, and 1 enjoy
the feeling of finding something
free and unexpected.

The Gracious Mistress
of the Parsonage is one of those
BOGO shoppers, and she’s quite
proud of how she can really get
bargains. When you buy one and
then get one free, that means
they’re half the cost. Anytime
you can save money is okay with
me.

I spent some time in
the afternoon looking at my col-
lection of pennies. I knew all of
the parking lots where I found a
penny. I've been on vacation and
found a penny in a parking lot.
L can’t tell vou how much plea-

For All Your Printing - Call: (216) 721-1674
Business Cards - Flyers
Pamphlets - Brochures

Wedding Invitations
Calendars - Obituaries

Religious Literature
We Design And Typeset Your
Material Professionally

3210 East 65th Street
Cleveland, Ohio 44127

REPUBLIC A-1
AUTO PARTS

. Quality In Used Car Parts

Complete Line of
Foreign And Domestic Parts

Used & Rebuilt
Auto Parts For Sale

(216) 271-3000
(216) 271-4200

Cleveland, Ohio 44104
Every Monday

Every Wednesday

Every Friday

Saturday Reservations Only
Marion Correction.......... $60.00

Grafton Correction........ $40.00
Morning Visit Time 8:00 a.m. To 11:00 a.m.
Afternoon Visit Time 12:00 p.m. To 3:00 p.m.

Richland Correction.......... $50.00

Visit Time 7:30 a.m. To 3:00 p.m.

Richland Correction Goes by Odd Number Day Visit Or Even Number
Day Visit You Could Contact Richland Correction For That
Information Or You Could Also Contact:

Junie’s Affordable Transportation

Mansfield Correction.......... $50.00
Visit Time 8:00 a.m. To 2:00 p.m.

Visit Time 8:00 a.m. To 3:00 p.m.
Children Under 12 Years O ks
Proof Of Childs Age Is Required
For Information Contact: Junie: (216) 795-1705 Or (216) 269-6636

Junie’s Affordable Transportation
Cash, Money Orders, NO Checks Please!
Make Money Orders Payable To: Robert Williams Jr.
Pick Up Location: 10210 Woodland Avenue (Rear)

NO Refunds
Money Must Be In A Week
In Advance NO Exceptions

sure [ get just looking at these
pennies I found. Pennies that
cost me nothing, I like.

There was that one
time when The Gracious
Mistress of the Parsonage
came home and said, “You’ll
never guess what I found to-
day. I found a quarter in the
Publix parking lot.” Then she
laughed most hysterically.

She came into my
office, where I was working,
held up that quarter, and said
to me, “See, a quarter is much
more than a penny.” All she
talked about that day was the
quarter she found in the park-
ing lot. A quarter equals 25
pennies. Duh!

[ knew what she was
doing, and I congratulated
her on her wonderful findings
for the day. I know that quar-
ter will be used in her BOGO
shopping. Believe me, I was
happy for her.

Once in a while, I'll
find a quarter or a nickel or
even a dime, which brings
me great pleasure, I can as-
sure you.

I know these park-
ing lot findings are really that
valuable. But, as I tell The
Gracious Mistress of the Par-
sonage, they’re all free. And
that makes them special to
me.

This will never hap-
pen, but one day I would love
to find a $100 bill in a park-
ing lot. That thrill of surprise
would make my day, and I'd
be eager to share it with The
Gracious Mistress of the Par-
sonage.

Since the govern-
ment has stopped producing
pennies, maybe one day my
collection will be worth a lot.
Until then, I appreciate how
my frugal habits, like saving
pennies, reflect a wise ap-
proach to life and money.

My father passed
his frugal attitude down to
me. Because of that, I have a
great deal of respect for coins
like pennies. I believe it’s not
how much you make in life,
but how much you spend. A
friend won a million-dollar
lottery. Within two years, he
was bankrupt.

Another attitude of
my father was that it’s not
how much you make, but
how deep in debt you are.
And I've been very careful
over the years not to get into
debt. T don’t need the best of
things or the latest; just what
[ can afford.

One of my favorite
Bible verses is 1 Timothy
6:10. “For the love of money
is the root of all evil: which
while some coveted after,
they have erred from the
faith, and pierced themselves
through with many sorrows.”

Many people mis-
understand this verse and
use it out of context. Money
is not the problem; the “love
of money is the root of all
evil.” I need money to live,
but I must realize that there is
more in my life than money.

Dr. James L. Snyder
lives with his wife, Martha,
in Silver Springs Shores. Call
him at 1-866-552-2543. or e-
mail jamessnyder2@att.net
or website www.jamessny-
derministries.com.

Palestinians brace for more violence by settlers. The set-
tlers are in violation of Israeli and International law.

These play a key
role in campaigns of terror
that have driven Palestinians
from their homes and lands
across the occupied West
Bank.

Dozens  from Is-
rael’s political and military
elite, including two former
prime ministers and former
heads of all its security ser-
vices, have threatened legal
action against their govern-
ment over support for Jewish
terrorism in the West Bank.

“Settler ~ violence
is state violence,” the UN
human rights office for Pal-
estine said in a new report
published this week that de-
tailed how Israel used settlers
to lead annexation efforts,
while systematic impunity
for perpetrators ensured vio-
lence could grow unchecked.

Hagit Ofran, from
the Israeli activist group
Peace Now, said bulldoz-
ers were working on at least
seven settlements that would
be populated before polling
day. “The government is on
a reckless pre-election sprint
to raid the public purse in
order to create facts on the
ground,” Ofran said.

Katz outlined his
settlement plans for Gaza
during a visit to Israeli-con-
trolled parts of the territory.
He has also pushed for the
ethnic cleansing of Gaza
through the large-scale mi-
gration of Palestinians. “[
intend to establish three Na-
hal outposts, which is also a
military entity, in those plac-
es that were [Israeli settle-
ments] in northern Gaza,” he
told Channel 14 TV.

Nahal outposts were
not intended for military use
in the long term, said Dror
Etkes, the founder of the ad-
vocacy group Kerem Navot,
which monitors Israel’s land
grab in the occupied West
Bank. “The military is only
the first phase, which aims
to prepare it for future settle-
ment,” he said. “All together,
dozens of Israeli settlements
in the West Bank were estab-
lished in this way.”

Nahal ~ settlements
were first established in bor-
der regions in the 1950s, in-
cluding surrounding the Gaza
Strip, Etkes said. From 1967,
the same system was used in
the occupied West Bank, ini-
tially along the Jordan valley
and then spreading to other
areas.

Smotrich also said
last month that plans for
three settlements in Gaza
were complete and work
could begin as soon as Ne-
tanyahu gave a green light.
The prime minister’s office
did not respond to requests
for comment on Katz’s plans.

Katz also told
Channel 14 that he “felt
good” seeing the wasteland
of rubble that had replaced
Palestinian homes and com-
munities in most of Istaeli-
occupied Gaza.

Men stand on a
rocky hillside to position a
large metal star and Israeli
flag. To the side of them is

a corrugated iron container
with the blue star sprayed on
its sides.

Israel now controls
65% of Gaza, Israel’s dep-
uty chief of staff, Maj Gen
Tamir Yadai, told Katz in an
on-camera briefing. This is
far beyond the 53% agreed
under the ceasefire brokered
last year by the US president,
Donald Trump.

About 2 million
Palestinians who survived Is-
rael’s war of annihilation are
crowded into the remaining
third of Gaza’s territory.

“I don’t know how
to describe this, other than
victory, when you control
65% of the territory, when
you have killed over 70,000
terrorists here,” Yadai said.

His figures appeared
to label 21,000 Palestinian
children killed by Israeli at-
tacks as “terrorists”, includ-
ing more than 1,000 babies
who never reached their first
birthday.

Israel’s military has
recognised that a database of
Gaza’s war dead compiled by
Palestinian health authorities
is broadly accurate. It con-
tains more than 73,000 peo-
ple listed by name, with their
Israeli-issued ID number.

More than 21,000
were children; more than
10,000 were women under
60 years old, and more than
5,000 were elderly people.
Asked whether Yadai’s data
counted women, children and
elderly people as “terrorists”,
the Israeli military declined
to comment directly.

A spokesperson
said the military was still
assessing casualty numbers
in Gaza, and despite Yadai’s
comments to Katz, had not
briefed civilian officials on
this issue.

“The IDF is current-
ly conducting a staff assess-
ment regarding the break-
down and categorisation of
its casualties. The process
has not yet been completed
and has not been presented
to the political echelon,” the
spokesperson said.

The  spokesperson
declined to comment on Blu-
th’s backing for settler mili-
tants and said decisions on
settlements were a political
issue.

Bluth was born in
Jerusalem to Efraim and
Shoshana. He lived in the
West Bank settlement of
Neve Tzuf. He was drafted
into the IDF in 1993. He
volunteered as a paratrooper
in the Paratroopers Brigade,
and in 1995 became an infan-
try officer after completing
Officer Candidate School.
Bluth served as a platoon
leader at the 890 paratroop
battalion and fought in South
Lebanon. Later on he com-
manded the 101st “Peten”
paratrooper  battalion ~ dur-
ing Operation Cast Lead
in which he was injured.
Afterwards he commanded
Maglan Unit. His next posi-
tion was as the commander of
the Judea Regional Brigade.
Later on he commanded a re-

participation.

The NGO pointed out in its letter to Yifat Tomer-
Yerushalmis office, that although there have been rights vio-
lations in the West Bank on a daily basis, this was the first
time, that a General had publicly boasted about his troops

serve Paratroopers Brigade.
In 2017, he was appointed as
the commander of the 89th
Commando Brigade and in
2018 he was chosen to be the
next Military Secretary to the
Prime Minister.

While serving as
the Military Secretary to the
Prime Minister, he was rep-
rimanded by the Chief of the
General Staff, Gadi Eisenkot
on January 4, 2019, for not
delivering on time the Prime
Minister’s directive to delay
the evacuation of Amona. In
2021, he was appointed as
the commander of the Judea
and Samaria Division.

On June 20, 2024,
Bluth was promoted to the
rank of Aluf (major general),
and on July 8, 2024, he was
appointed as the commander
of the Central Command (Is-
rael).

In August 2025
the Israeli NGO “Associa-
tion for Civil Rights in Is-
rael” (ACRI) requested the
chief military advocats of-
fice to investigate Avi Bluth
for possible war cimes. The

general had announced in
an interview that villages
which were home to Pales-
tinian “terrorists” would pay
a heavy price and could be
surrounded, subjected to a
curfew or “landscape remod-
eling.”

After the interview,
Bluths ~soldiers ~destroyed
hundreds of trees in Palestin-
ian orchards around the vil-
lage al-Mughayyir.

The NGO point-
ed out in its letter to Yifat
Tomer-Yerushalmis ~ office,
that although there have
been rights violations in the
West Bank on a daily basis,
this was the first time, that a
General had publicly boasted
about his troops participa-
tion,
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"ISLAM IN THE COMMUNITY"
Masjid Al-Mumin/ Islamic Revivalist Movement
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ICavs re-sign Donovan Mitchell
BY KARL BRYANT

The Cavs re-signed star Donovan Mitchell to a four-
year contract extension. It’s speculated this was a sig-
nal to Hometown Hero LeBron James -a Free Agent
- that they are committed to winning right now in The
Land. It’s definitely a positive move in the LBJ Sweep-
stakes.

~N
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War on the Shore XXIII Pro-AM boxing show will be held

on July 11 at 4:00 p.m. at the Lasalle Theater, 823 E. 185th Street,

For information, contact Bryan Gedeon at 216-956-1362.

Pickleball Classic to be held

ClevelandPickleball.com Classic 2026 -
Registration is now OPEN! Saturday, August 8§,
at 38575 Lakeshore Blvd, Osborne Park, Wil-
loughby.$55/player and includes one event Mens /
Womens / Mixed This is the Sth annual Cleveland-
Pickleball.com CLASSIC tournament! Bringing
together the best of Northeast Ohio Pickleballers!
https://app.pickleballden.com/external-tourna-
ment/1307841

CLE’s virtual 1st Place standing bodes well

BY KARL BRYANT

Start saving up now
for Post-Season base-
ball tickets in The Land.
It’s only July, but the
Guardians chances of
playing October base-
ball are looking pretty
good.

There’s a couple of
old axioms regarding a
team’s chances of end-
ing up in st Place at the
end of the season due to
where they sat in the

Ramirez
standings earlier in the

year. One is about being
in Ist Place on the 4th
of July and the other is
about being in st Place
at the All-Star Game

Martinez
break. The Guardians
were in a virtual tie
for 1st with Chicago
on both occasions this
year, so they virtually
have a good chance of

Messick

being atop the stand-
ings at season’s end.
Virtually.

Of course, last year,
CLE set the MLB re-
cord of being the far-

Johnson Runs Away from Field in Firestone Swan Song

BY KARL BRYANT

Firestone  CC
in Akron has hosted a
PGA event for the last
73 years. That will be
no more, at least in the
foreseeable future. Zach
Johnson, who just turned
50 to become eligible
for the PGA Champions
(Seniors) Tour, ran away
from the field with a
whopping six stroke vic-
tory in Firestone’s Swan

Song PGA event.
The Senior Players
Championship, now

under the auspices of
the Kaulig Companies
Championship, will
move to the Pacific
Coast next year. Any
PGA Tour event that
could come to NE Ohio
in the future, will have
to find a title sponsor.

Johnson made the
most of his Rookie year
on the Champions Tour
by posting a -15, 265,
for the tournament. He
had a four- shot lead go-
ing into Sunday’s final
round and actually im-
proved on it.

He won
$525,000. Boo Week-

ley was runner-up at -9.

Zach Johnson, who just turned 50 to become eligible for the PGA Champions (Seniors) Tour, ran away from the field with

a whopping six stroke victory in Firestone s Swan Song PGA event.

Rory Sabbatini was in
3rd Place at -8.

After winning his
first PGA Champions
Tour Major Tournament,
Johnson made a case for
the PGA to eventually
return to Firestone, stat-
ing, “I love this place.
I love it. I’ve loved it
since I first stepped foot
on it.” In his admira-

r

"They say a lot of cops shop thera."

tion, he added, “I just
think it fits me. It fits
my eye, but it fits me in
the sense that you can’t
fake it around here.”
Fan favorite John

Daly, who drew large

three rounds he complet-
ed before withdrawing,
was presented the Am-
bassador of Golf Award

by Northern Ohio Golf
Charities for his devo-
tion to the game and his

Smith

thest out of Ist Place
- 15 1/2 games - and
then finishing atop the
division standings.
That proved that no
Old Wives' Tale is safe
when the Guardians are
around.

Up to this point, CLE’s
pitching has been able
to hold opposition bat-
ters to minimal damage
while the team’s Offense
is weathering injuries
to key players. Rook-
ies and young players
have made an impact.
The expectation is that
the youngsters will con-
tinue to improve. Plus,
Jose Ramirez and Angel
Martinez will be return-
ing from the Injured
List

CLE finished the “Ist
Half” of the season by
sweeping the Marlins
in a three-game series
in FLA by scores of
3-2, 4-1, and 5-2. The
White Sox swept the
As at the same time by
scores of 14-1, 1-0, and
9-1, to keep a virtual tie
- actually a miniscule
.0006 percentage points
ahead.

During the All-Star
break, the AL beat the

Bazzana
summer Classic. Pun-

dits predicted that the

Senior Circuit would

pound the Junior Cir-
cuit because, in the “Ist
Half” of the season,
they've posted a better
record. Instead, the NL
suffered the indignity of
having the AL throw a
Shutout against them.

CLE had three play-
ers participate in the
All-Star Game. Rookie
P Parker Messick re-
tired the three batters
he faced (w/one K) in
the 2nd Inning. Closer
Cade Smith retired the
three he faced (w/two
Ks) in the 6th. Rookie
2B Travis Bazzana was
0 for 2, but reached
base on fielder’s choice.
By the way, Chicagos
Miguel Vargas got the
only extra base hit of the
contest with a long HR
in the 8th Inning.

So now the “2nd Half”
begins with the Guard-
ians hosting the NL
Pirates in InterLeague

Play this weekend while
the ChiSox travel to the
Great White North to
face the Blue Jays.
Buckle up and

galleries during the philanthropic work. NL, 4-0, in the Mid- get ready for the ride.
BEEZWAX By John Martin

P wHeN YoU HAVE THREE F.or PrAv
BREEZWAX CHO\CES.. E)L)RNT} OVER T}

GRILLS,.

<\ S

wax

omic.wixsite.com/b

TM & © 2026 John Martin Features

beez)

RAW ..

TWaTINEE 1001

Drama-genre telepathy...

With Veronique's alter-ego, Voodoo Doll, attacking the fashion show in Beverly
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Anthony Hamilton and Leela James to perform at State Theatre

Anthony Hamilton
and Leela James to perform
at State Theatre on October
17 at 8:00 p.m.

Proclaimed a "na-
tional treasure" by the Los
Angeles Times, GRAM-
MY® Award-winning sing-
er, songwriter, producer,
and actor Anthony Ham-
ilton has achieved global
sales of over 50+ million
albums. The North Carolina
Music Hall of Fame induct-
ee notably performed for
Nelson Mandela, President
Obama and First Lady Mi-
chelle, and most recently
President Joe Biden cement-
ing his place in the history
books as the "narrator of

Hamilton

love."

Introduced by way of
the iconic 2003 smash "Char-
lene," his raw, awe inspiring
performances garnered the
attention of NPR, where he
starred in their Noteworthy
documentary series. He ap-
peared in American Gang-

ster and lent his voice to
"Freedom" from the Acad-
emy® Award-nominated
Django Unchained. Ham-
ilton sang the National An-
them at the 2019 NBA All-
Star Game in his hometown
of Charlotte and released his
tenth full-length studio al-
bum, LOVE IS THE NEW
BLACK, amid all the racial
injustices of George Floyd
and the COVID-19 global
pandemic.

Hamilton  signed
with Uptown Records, an
imprint of MCA Records to
record his debut studio album
XTC; scheduled for release
in 1996, it was ultimately
shelved due to its singles fail-

ing to chart. He then gained
recognition for his guest per-
formance on Nappy Roots'
2002 single "Po' Folks",
which peaked at number 21
on the Billboard Hot 100 and
led him to sign with Jermaine
Dupri's So So Def Record-
ings, an imprint of Arista Re-
cords.

Hamilton's second
studio album, Comin' from
Where I'm From (2003) re-
ceived platinum certification
by the Recording Indus-
try Association of America
(RIAA), earned four Gram-
my Award nominations, and
spawned the 2004 single
"Charlene", which peaked at
number 19 on the Billboard

Hot 100. His third and fourth
albums, Ain't Nobody Wor-
ryin' (2005) and The Point
of It All (2008), both peaked
within the top 20 of the Bill-
board 200 and received gold
certifications by the RIAA.
He then parted ways with
So So Def in favor of RCA
Records to release his fifth
and sixth albums, Back to
Love (2011) and What I'm
Feelin' (2016). Hamilton has
won a Grammy Award from
12 nominations, and is also
known for his song "Free-
dom" (with Elayna Boyn-
ton), which he co-wrote and
performed for the soundtrack
album to the 2012 film Djan-
go Unchained.

An Evening with Rickey Smiley comes to Mimi Ohio Theatre

An  Evening
with Rickey Smiley
comes to Mimi Ohio
Theatre on Septem-
ber 11 at 8:00 p.m.

Rickey Smi-
ley is a legendary
comedian, actor, au-

thor, television host,
and  award-winning
radio host of the top-
rated, nationally syn-
dicated The Rickey
Smiley Morning Show,
for which he won the
Marconi Award (radio

(

MENU TIPS
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Savor the summer with sweet treats

It’s that time
of year again! Warmer
weather calls for sum-
mer road trips, long days
at the beach, and poolside
gatherings with family and
friends. Make your next
summer adventure extra
special, and very sweet, by
bringing along the ultimate
snack, HI-CHEW™,

Made with real
fruit juices and purees,
HI-CHEW’s  immensely
chewy texture and intense-
ly fruity flavor make it the
ideal candy to add to your
summer escapades. Not
only is the candy fruity and
chewy, but it is also 100
percent free of gluten, cho-
lesterol and artificial col-
ors, making it a balanced
treat for everyone to enjoy.

Road trips are
never complete without
the perfect snack selection.
Stock up on HI-CHEW™
sticks and mixed bags, two
convenient formats for any
journey ahead. The classic
sticks include 10 individu-
ally wrapped chews, mak-
ing your favorite flavor a
packing essential.

It’s available in
seven delicious, real-fruit
flavors that bring satisfy-
ing juiciness in each and
every chew: Strawberry,
Green Apple, Mango,
Grape, Banana, Kiwi and
Agal. The sticks can easily
fit in a pocket or bag, al-
lowing your favorite candy
to be enjoyed anywhere on
the go.

Long days at the
beach can be relaxing, but
sometimes you need to
bring along the fun in the
sun.

Add a burst of vi-
brant flavor to your sunset
experience with a variety
of fruit flavors, available in
mixed bags. Pick up a HI-
CHEW™ Original Mix,
Tropical Mix or Sours Mix
for your beautiful beach
day and your friends and
family will appreciate the
assortment.

To fill your beach
totes with the most popular
flavors, the Original Mix

includes classic favorites
such as Strawberry, Green
Apple, Mango and Grape in
a large 14.1-0z. bag, perfect
for groups.

Alternatively,

transport your taste buds to
paradise with the Tropical
Mix, which includes an ex-
otic twist with a mix of Kiwi,
Mango and Pineapple flavors
ina 3.53-0z. bag.
Lastly, for a sour citrus tang,
Sours Mix comes in a 3.17-
oz. bag with three flavors
including Grapefruit, Lem-
on and Lime. Each piece is
individually wrapped and
delivers a bright and flavor-
ful taste, making it great for
sharing with friends.

If you’re feeling cre-
ative while hanging poolside,
try infusing the candy into a
refreshing cocktail. Delicious
to sip and simple to make, all
you need to do is dissolve a
HI-CHEW™ piece in a li-
quor of choice and mix in
your favorite cocktail ingre-
dients. The infusion ratio is
one piece of chewy candy per
ounce of liquor; just soak the
candy until it dissolves. For
starters, try this margarita-in-
spired cocktail with a mango
candy twist:

Mango Chile-rita

1% ounces Mango
HI-CHEW™ Infused Re-
posado Tequila

1 ounce fresh orange

juice

% ounce fresh lime
juice

% ounce simple syr-
up

1 dash Bittermens
Hellfire Habanero Shrub (op-
tional)

Kosher salt and cay-
enne pepper for garnish

Run a lime wedge
along the lip of one half of a
rocks glass, then roll that side
of the glass in an equal-parts
mix of kosher salt and cay-
enne pepper.

Measure all the in-
gredients into a cocktail
shaker. Fill with ice, shake
vigorously, then strain over
fresh ice in the prepared
rocks glass.

You can learn more
and purchase HI-CHEW™

An Evening with Rickey Smiley comes to

imi Ohio Theatre on September 11 at 8:00 p.m.

from the death of his
eldest son from drug
addiction.

The book
brings a much-needed
perspective on how

Just

Jazz

By NANCY ANN LEE

Jodie Christian

Chicagoan Jodie
Christian is a flawless jazz
pianist whose fame came late
perhaps because he remained
in his hometown.

Aself-described "pro-
fessional sideman," he has per-
formed and recorded with Stan
Getz, Chet Baker, Sonny Stit,
Buddy Montgomery, Roscoe
Mitchell and others since his
career began nearly 50 years
ago.

Early inspiration
came from his parents, both
self-taught pianist who played
for church and house parties.

Christian studied at
Chicago School of Music in the
1940s and fortified his piano
technique by playing in church.

The life-long south-
sider was among charter mem-
bersof Chicago's musician's
cooperative, the Association
for the Advancement of Cre-
ative Musicians in 1965.

Although avant garde
influences are evident in Chris-
tian's playing, he considers
himself a bebop-influenced
player able to stretch out.

Christian began to
gain wider notice after record-
ing two albums as leader for
Chicago's Delmark label and
being chosen in 1994 as an Arts
Midwest Jazz Master.

As well as a leader, Christian
is a much-in-demand sideman
and educator.

He is actively de-
voted to his community and
conducts jazz programs in the
public schools and performs in
outdoor neighborhood concerts
for Chicago's youth.

mental health stigmas
and drug addiction
impact the Black com-
munity and society at
large. His first com-
edy special in over a
decade, FOOL-ISH,
premiered on Hulu on
May 30. It was shot in
his hometown of Bir-
mingham, Alabama at
the iconic Lyric The-
ater.

Using  recent
experiences from his
life and his trademark
humor, Rickey will
forge an even deeper
connection with his
audience through this
special.

A comedian for
more than thirty years,
Rickey is constantly
performing across the
country on his own
theater tour and makes
special  appearances
on the REAL TALK
Comedy Tour as well
as the Martin Law-
rence-hosted LIT AF
Tour. Rickey's tours
often include a live
band which he accom-
panies as an accom-
plished pianist and
organist. Some of his
fan favorite characters
include "Mrs. Bernice
Jenkins," "Lil' Da-
ryl," "Joe Willie," and
"Beauford."  Rickey
starred in the stand-
up specials, Rickey
Smiley: Open Cas-
ket Sharp and Com-
edy Central Presents:
Rickey Smiley, and
released eight best-
selling albums.

Smiley 1is a

American  stand-up
comedian, television
host, actor, and radio
personality ~ known
for his prank phone
calls. The calls feature
Smiley disguising his
voice carrying a con-
versation with the re-
cipient of the call.

Chris' Cinema Trivia &
Movie Match Up

By CHRIS APPLING

1. In the comedy
Like Mike (2002), teen-
rapper Bow wow stars as
an orphan who finds a pair
of old sneakers he believes
once belonged to Michael
Jordan and then becomes an
NBA superstar, but who is the
dark-skinned, romantic actor
who plays the lead player of
the losing team Bow Wow's
character joins?

2. Rapper/actor
Busta Rhymes made his
film debut as a supporting
character in director John
singleton's High Learning
(1995), as well as Singleton's
2000 remake of the classic,
Shaft, but in what horror
film does Busta Rhymes star
opposite model/actress Tyra
Banks against the unstop-
pable, psychotic, monster/
serial killer Michael Myers?

3. In XXX (2002),
light-skinned, action star
Vin Diesel is an "extreme"
thrill-seeker named Xander
Cage who is recruited to
become a secret agent by the
government under the code

@
]

ACTOR/DIRECTORS:
1. Bill Bellamy

2. Morris Chestnut

3. 'Gary Hardwick
4.D.L. Hughley

5. Shemar Moore
CHARACTERS:

a) Directed the movie
b) Dates white, karate

@ TRIVIA - (Black Leading Men)

MOVIE MATCH-UP - (The Brothers)

name of "XXX," but who
is the modern, black, acting
legend who stars as Cage's
boss, "Augustus Gibbons,"
in the film"?

4, In what film
drama does Wesley Snipes
and Ving Rhames star as rival
prison inmates who ultimate-
ly face-off against each other
in the secret, "underground"
world of correctional facility
boxing matches?

5. In director Tim
Story's ensemble comedy
Barbershop (2002), rapper/
actor Ice cube stars with Eve
and Sean Patrick Thomas
as employees of Ice Cube's
character's late father's busi-
ness, but who portrays the
shop's hilarious, older barber
who offers his wit and wis-
dom of age to the younger
barbers?

ANSWERS: 1. Morris
Chestnut 2. Halloween Res-
urrection (2002) 3. Samuel
L. Jackson 4: Undisputed
(2002) 5. Cedric The Enter-
tainer

instrucxtor

c) Has sexually timid wife

d) Player who gets
engaged

e) His nightmares about
commitment

ANSWERS: 1, b; 2, d; 3,
e;4,a; 5,¢

( Da 'Round Da Way Rewind Review )

The 'Scream’ franchise of horror films

By C.M. APPLING

In the late 1970s,
a new type of horror movie
emerged in Hollywood called
‘slasher” films. It began in 1978
with director John Carpenter’s
classic, Halloween, about an es-
caped mental patient named Mi-
chael Myers who tries to kill his
sister, Laurie Strode (Jamie Lee
Curtis) and her friends on Hal-
loween night.

With the box office
success that spine-chilling movie
garnered, other slasher flicks fol-
lowed quickly with their own,
movie monsters: Friday the 13th
(Jason Voorhees), A Nightmare
On Elm Street (Freddy Krueger),
I Know What You Did Last Sum-
mer (Ben Willis) and Candyman
(Daniel Robitaille). But, after
two decades of their formulaic
frights, they grew increasingly
less scary, more overly-predict-
able and composed of boring,
disposable schlock.

That is, until Scream
came along in 1996. Created by
horror filmmaking veteran Wes
Craven (who also made the A
Nightmare On Elm Street fran-
chise), Scream was different
in its cinematic approach as its
meta use of pop-culture aware-
ness of horror films allowed its
characters to knowingly play by
the ‘rules’ of the slasher genre:
(1) the Final Girl must be whole-
some (if not a virgin), (2) the kids
who do drugs and have sex are
doomed, (3) always check out
the love interest as the killer sus-
pect, (4) the killer always targets
the Final Girl’s friends and fam-
ily as victims (as one character
explains the independent rules
for the various sequels, trilogies,
reboots, re-quels, franchises and
legacy characters).

As a franchise, the
Scream movies stand apart from
the unkillable, immortal mon-
sters like Michael Myers, Jason
Voorhees and Daniel Robitaille
by having real, human people as
the Ghostface killers, who actu-
ally die at the end, which makes
it more believable and realistic.
Here is a synopsis of the various
installments: Scream (1996) In
Woodsboro, California, Sidney
Prescott (Neve Campbell) is the
Final Girl. Supporting characters
include Tatum Riley (Sidney’s
best-friend), Dwight ‘Dewey’
Riley (Tatum’s police deputy
older brother), Gale Weathers
(the tempestuous TV reporter),
and Randy Meeks (the lovable
film geek). The first, two Ghost-
faces are Billy Loomis (Sidney’s

boyfriend) and Stu Macher (who
both die in Stu’s house). Cotton
Weary (the man wrongly con-
victed of killing Sidney’s mother
Maureen), makes a cameo ap-
pearance.

Scream 2 (1997) At
Windsor College in Ohio, Sid-
ney has enrolled as a Theater
major. The events of the first
film have been made into a hor-
ror movie called ‘Stab’. Gale
Weathers has written a non-
fiction, true-crime book called
The Woodsboro Murders which
is based on the original killings.
On campus with Sidney, Ghost-
face is making a ‘sequel’ by
slaying students because they
have similar names to the origi-
nal victims. Returning, legacy
characters are Gale Weathers
and Dewey Riley (who become
attracted to each other), Randy
Meceks (who is later killed), and
the exonerated Cotton Weary.
The two Ghostface killers are
Film major Mickey Altieri and
Debbie Salt a.k.a. Nancy Loo-
mis (Billy Loomis’ mother).

Scream 3 (2000) In
Hollywood, California, Cotton
Weary (who now has a talk show
called ‘100 % Cotton’) is killed
by a new Ghostface. Sidney
(who has been in hiding as a
phone-in, women'’s abuse coun-
selor), is reunited with Gale and
Dewey when Ghostface starts to
kill the movie cast of Stab 3:
Return to Woodsboro. Randy
appears in a posthumous video
cameo. The single Ghostface is
Roman Bridger: the film direc-
tor of Stab 3 and who is Sidney’s
illegitimate, older half-brother
by their former actress mother,
Maureen.

Scredm (2011) Sidney
Prescott returns to Woodsboro
10 years after the events of the
first movie when Ghostface be-
gins killing teenagers at Wood-
sboro High. Gale Weathers and
Dewey Riley return as legacy
characters. Now married, Dew-
ey is the sheriff and Gale is a
news anchor. New characters are
Judy Hicks (the deputy sheriff)
and Kirby Reed (a Randy-like,
female horror film fanatic). The
two Ghostface killers are Jill
Roberts (Sidney’s cousin and-
Kirby’s best-friend) and Charlie
Walker (another, male horror
fan). NOTE: This was the last
film in the franchise before cre-
ator Wes Craven died.

Scream (2022) As a
reboot for the franchise, it takes
place back in Woodsboro where
there is a new, Final Girl, Sa-
mantha ‘Sam’ Carpenter. After

her younger sister, Tara Carpen-
ter, is attacked by a Ghostface,
Sam must reveal to Tara she is
actually the illegitimate daugh-
ter of Billy Loomis. This time,
Ghostface is targeting the de-
scendants of the original char-
acters that include: half-black
twins Chad and Mindy Meeks-
Martin (the nephew and niece of
Randy), and Wes Hicks (son of
Judy Hicks). Legacy characters
Sidney, Gale and Dewey reprise
their roles but Gale and Dewey
are divorced and Dewey dies in
this installment. The two Ghost-
face killers are Richie Kirsch
(Sam’s boy-friend) and Amber
Freeman (whose family moved
into Stu’s house).

Scream VI (2023)
Sam and Tara Carpenter return
as the half-sister, Final Girls
who have now moved to New
York where Sam works and Tara
is enrolled at Blackmore Uni-
versity. With Tara on campus are
new, legacy characters, twins
Chad and Mindy. Gale also re-
turns as does Kirby Reed (who is
now an F.B.I. agent). This time,
the killers leave the authentic
Ghostface masks from the pre-
vious attacks to countdown to a
showdown in a shrine dedicated
to the murder artifacts from past
films. The three Ghostfaces’ are
Richie Kirsch’s father Detective
Bailey, his brother Ethan and his
sister Quinn. Billy Loomis has
another cameo in Sam’s hallu-
cination. This is the only install-
ment Sidney Prescott does not
appear.

Scream 7 (2026) Now
in Pine Grove, Indiana, Sidney
Prescott-Evans is now married
to police chief Mark with 17-
year old daughter Tatum (Ev-
ans) and two, younger children
(who haven’t been seen yet).
While managing a coffeehouse,
Sidney’s daughter Tatum is a
theater student in high school.

A new Ghostface uses
AL to create a deepfake of Stu
Macher to hide their true iden-
tities. Gale returns as a reporter
with Chad as her cameraman
and Mindy as her assistant.

The three Ghostfaces
are revealed to be escaped men-
tal patient Karl Gibbs, the men-
tal hospital supervisor Marco
Davis and Sidney’s next-door
neighbor, Jessica Bowden. Mar-

co and Jessica also use deep-
fakes of Nancy Loomis, Roman
Bridger and Dewey to mentally
torture Sidney in the finale.
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Funding for the arts in Cuyahoga County -who decides who gets funding?

In Steven
Litt’s article, “New re-
ports praise Cuyahoga
County public arts
funding, look beyond
cigarette tax,” discuss-
es two new reports that
provide evidence that
there is robust public
funding for the arts
provided by Cuyahoga
County’s cigarette tax
is supporting a nation-
ally significant cultural
sector.

According to
Litt, “The nonprofit
Assembly for the Arts,
a regional arts coun-
cil, commissioned
the study of alterna-
tive funding sources
from SMU Data Arts
and Lord Consulting
to spark discussion
among cultural leaders
and supporters to start
looking now for addi-
tional ways to support
the arts across Greater
Cleveland.

The cigarette
tax supports Cuyahoga
Arts and Culture, a
political ~ subdivision
of the State of Ohio
akin to Cleveland Me-
troparks. CAC distrib-
utes the proceeds of the
tax to hundreds of cul-
tural organizations and
projects every year.
Ideastream Public Me-
dia is a beneficiary.

County voters
first passed a 30-cent-
a-pack tax on cigarettes
in 2006 to fund CAC
for 10 years, followed
by a 10-year renewal
vote in 2015. In 2024,
an increase of the tax
from 30 to 70 cents per
pack was approved by
roughly 70% of voters.

The total
raised by the tax be-
tween 2006 and 2025
was  $270  million,
according to CAC’s
website. Yet over the
two decades, a pattern
emerged: Tax receipts
declined as the num-
ber of smokers fell and
sales decreased.

In 2025, be-
fore the increase from
2024 took full hold,
the tax generated $11.3
million for distribution
by CAC. This year,
thanks to the increase,
the annual total is ex-
pected to reach $18
million, CAC said in
an email. But that’s
the equivalent of just
under $11 million in
2006 dollars, adjusted
for inflation.

The  second
new report issued
Thursday, authored by
SMU DataArts with
support from Bloom-
berg Associates, a pro
bono consulting firm
that’s part of Bloom-
berg  Philanthropies,
showed that thanks to
the cigarette tax and
other sources, Cleve-
land is a top performer
in local public arts
funding per capita and
total revenue.

The  report
ranked Cleveland
No. I revenue growth
among arts organiza-
tions from 2019 to
2024 in a cohort of 10
U.S. cities. The oth-
ers were Atlanta, Des
Moines, Houston, Los

Angeles, New York,
Philadelphia, Phoenix,
Sacramento and Se-
attle.

Bloomberg’s
David Andersson, a
co-author of the study,
said the statistic was “a
measure showing that
people want arts and
culture, they’re giv-
ing money to arts and
culture, whether it’s
through donations or
purchasing tickets.”

The study also
showed that Cleveland
was number one in per
capita local govern-
ment grants to cultural
organizations, at 10
cents per capita. Phila-
delphia was last, at one
cent per capita.

To keep public
arts funding strong in
Greater Cleveland, the
SMU Data Arts study
examined  strategies
and practices in Den-
ver, Pittsburgh, Port-
land, Ore., Minneapo-
lis and Columbus.

The report’s
authors hightighted the
multi-county approach
of the Allegheny Re-
gional Asset District,
or RAD, based in Pitts-
burgh and Allegheny
County, as a possible
model worth emulat-
ing. The district levies
a 1% sales tax generat-
ing $120 million, the
report said. Half of that
money is used by 128
municipalities to sup-
port local tax relief and
half supports libraries,
parks, and arts and cul-
ture organizations.

The report also
highlighted the “lay-
ered” approach of Co-
lumbus, where it said
the nonprofit Greater
Columbus Arts Coun-
cil distributes revenue
from a 5% ticket fee on
large-scale  commer-
cial events over 400
seats, along with funds
from the city’s bed tax
and county general
funds.”

Jen  Benoit-
Bryan, the executive
director of SMU Data
Arts and an arts man-
agement professor at
Southern ~ Methodist
University, said that
Cleveland is in an en-
viable position as it
seeks ways to ensure
strong public funding
for the arts in the fu-
ture.that has provided
as stable and critical
support,” she said,
“but it also has a really
engaged  population
who clearly partici-
pates in and benefits
from the arts and be-
lieves in its value.”

These studies
are keeping the way
that the arts are funded
in Cuyahoga County a
secret -which has hurt
local artist of color.

Bruce Checef-
sky. a writer and art-
ist, explained some of
the issues in an article
published more than a
year ago:

“Artist  and
community activist Liz
Maugans has attend-
ed most of the recent
community meetings
on arts funding, and
she called for action

in a recent email sent
to artists in Cuyahoga
County.

Maugans is a
visual artist who co-
founded Zygote Press,
the Collective Arts
Network, the Cleve-
land Artist Registry,
and the Artist Bridge
Coalition, and is direc-
tor of Yards Projects at
Worthington Yards and
placed second for Best
Community Activist in
Scene’s Best of Cleve-
land 2023. She also
writes the CULTURA-
TI column for CoolC-
leveland.

She sent an
email to her artist’s
contacts and included
the email addresses
of Cuyahoga Arts and
Culture (CAC) board:
president Nancy Men-
dez, vice president
Michele Scott Taylor,
Daniel  Blakemore,
Karolyn [senhart,
and Charna Sherman.
Cuyahoga County
Chief of Communica-
tion and Strategy Da-
vid Razum was also
on her list. She said
she was “shocked and
appalled” at the lack
of transparency by the
CAC Board and staff
at the September 13
meeting.

“I'long ago lost
confidence in [CAC
Executive  Director]
Jill Paulsen, especially
after she maligned the
artist community for
complaining — ac-
curately! — that hun-
dreds of thousands
of dollars the Board
budgeted for artist
programming  were
secretly not spent or
even rolled over as the
Board had directed,”
Maugans said in her
email, “Chris Ronayne
is also partly to blame
as artists have recom-
mended working-class
ARTISTS (what a con-
cept) to fill the vacant
CAC Board seats in
2023, and those art-
ists were never even
contacted. Instead,
Ronayne went with
Jill's  recommenda-
tions, and here we are.
NO artists are sitting
on the CAC board.”

Maugans  of-
fered artists the op-
tion to use a letter she
drafted, which asked
CAC Board Members
and County Executive
Ronayne for “full and
comprehensive  infor-
mation to the commu-
nity about spending
options in advance
of the possible new
levy” and demanded
that “members of the
arts sector be afforded
a meaningful oppor-
tunity to share their
views on that informa-
tion and the various
options  sufficiently
before a recommen-
dation is made to the
Board in November to
vote on when it will be
too late.” Current ciga-
rette tax funding will
expire, and a new levy
and campaign is on the
horizon.

She  ended,
asking, “Why would
we want another ten

years of this broken,
dysfunctional ~ Board
to tell us what is best
for the arts and cre-
ative workforce in this
county?”

As a full dis-
closure, I signed my
name and sent a letter
to the email addresses
provided. So did many
other artists and cultur-
al workers. Less than
a week later, Charna
Sherman  responded
with her email, say-
ing that CAC’s lack
of transparency would
jeopardize a campaign
for a new levy.

Dear  Artists
who have written me,
the rest of the CAC
Board, and the County
Executive:

Thank you so
very much for mak-
ing the effort to com-
municate your Views.
[ trust you know that
[ share them and have
attempted repeatedly —
but thus far unsuccess-
fully — to convey and
advocate for them to
my sister CAC Board
members. [ fear that
CAC’s demonstrable
lack of transparency
(both by our ED and
the Board), the Board’s
recent decision as to
how to spend our funds
in the next two years
(which I opposed), and
our far-too-bloated op-
erational expenses will
jeopardize a critical
campaign to replen-
ish our funds through
a new levy. Only your
continued  advocacy
and that of others can
make a difference at
this late hour in the
process.

Sincerely,
Charna Sherman, CAC
Board Member

Five days after
her email, cleveland.
com ran a story about
equity advocate Chine-
nye “ChiChi” Nke-
mere, who was elected
to a two-year term to
succeed philanthropist
and arts entrepreneur
Fred Bidwell as chair
of the 23-member As-
sembly for the Arts.
Bidwell, who joined
as president in June
2021, explained in an
email exchange and
phone interview with
CoolCleveland that the
change of leadership at
the Assembly for the
Arts was coincidental
and had nothing to do
with his public criti-
cism of the CAC board
meeting. Despite the
optics, there is little
reason to doubt him.

“When I
agreed to be the found-
ing board chair of the
Assembly, I made it
clear that I would step
aside from the chair af-
ter the first two years.
[ am delighted that this
plan was realized on
time and as planned.
The board of the As-
sembly is one of the
most diverse and com-
mitted in Cleveland,
and it is an important
statement to the com-
munity that it is now
led by a dynamic
young black woman,”

said Bidwell, who will

retain the post of Chair
of the Board of the As-
sembly for Action, the
affiliated 501(c)4 that
will lead the campaign
to renew the cigarette
tax.

In that role,
Bidwell is at the cen-
ter of advocacy for a
new tax levy expected
to be on the ballot in
November 2024. As
Chair of the Board
of the Assembly for
Action, he will be re-
sponsible, in part, for
raising the nearly $1.5
million needed for the
campaign. He is well
aware of the short
timeline. Despite rec-
ommendations from a
consultant, CAC Ex-
ecutive Director Jill
Paulsen has yet to an-
nounce a campaign
date or strategy. Time
is running out for her.
Voting takes place in
just thirteen months.

Assembly for
the Arts is a 501(c)3
nonprofit  organiza-
tion that operates in
close partnership with
Cuyahoga Arts & Cul-
ture, a government
agency, and Assembly
for Action, a 501(c)4
political action non-
profit to serve the en-
tire creative sector.

“It is difficult
to build support for a
ballot campaign, which
is an expensive propo-
sition and requires
broad support from
the community, where
there are transparency
issues,” Bidwell said
when asked about his
public comments fol-
lowing the September
13 CAC board meet-
ing and affirmative
vote. “The community
never had a chance to
see the funding options
brought up in the meet-
ing, particularly any of
the direct stakehold-
ers.”

Bidwell said
he was surprised by the
vote and decision made
by the CAC board.
Funding is critical,
and if a levy does not
get renewed and fund-
ing is lost, the results
would be devastating
to the cultural commu-
nity. He remains com-
mitted to the tax re-
newal and to getting a
successful campaign in
2024 but finds it hard
to do so with questions
and criticism swirling
around from the com-
munity.

“The  defini-
tion of democracy is
that you have a discus-
sion,” he said. “It is
difficult to have voters
and funders for a cam-
paign if their voices
are not heard. I want
to be constructive, not
destructive, but some-
times these things need
to be said.”

As for indi-
vidual artists, Bidwell
thinks funding in re-
cent years has not been
significant and does
not empower people
to have sustainable ca-
reers.

“There  has
been a lot of concern
about funding for in-

dividual artists. It is
a very small portion
of the total funding,
but there is an argu-
ment that more money
should be allocated to
individual artists, a
segment that has been
the hardest hit,” he
said.

According to
Bidwell, the nonprofit
community needs pre-
dictability from the
CAC while planning
their programs five
years out and is open
to rethinking how the
funds get distributed.
So far, the CAC has
not provided it.

“Nobody
wants conflict and crit-
icism in the art com-
munity. Artists, arts
administrators,  and
creative  profession-
als support each other.
We are pulling for the
same goal, and to get
successful campaign in
2024, we need to ad-
dress those issues,”
he said, ending the
CoolCleveland inter-
view with, ”Thanks
for your interest in
this.”
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After accusing govern-
ments and corporations of complicity in
Gaza, the U.N. investigator for Palestinian
territories now finds herself in Washing-
ton’s crosshairs.

Francesca Albanese (see
article below that was published this week
last year) was on stage receiving a stand-
ing ovation when she first learned how the
United States was going to punish her.

It was July 9 last year. The
Italian legal expert, who is the U.N. spe-
cial rapporteur on the situation of human
rights in the Palestinian territories, was in
the Slovenian capital Ljubljana wrapping
up a two-hour talk on her most incendiary
report yet.

As she spoke, her tone
flicked between professorial bromides
on international law and flares of outrage
as she detailed how some of the world’s
largest companies — including giants of
American tech, energy and defense —
were aiding Israel in the starvation and
killing of the Palestinians of Gaza. Now
and again she fixed the audience with a
look of exasperation.

When the talk ended, Alba-
nese stood to accept the crowd’s adulation.
One of the organizers walked across the
stage, leaned close and said into her ear:
“The United States has imposed sanctions
onyou.”

Albanese’s head dropped.
She stared at the floor, absorbing what it
meant, thinking that she needed to call her
husband and children. Sanctions would cut
her and her family off from U.S. banking,
travel and tech. Would they be okay? But
the crowd was still there. Clapping. Hol-
lering. Her head snapped up. She stretched
her arms wide, palms facing her support-
ers, with a wry smile that said, “What are
you gonna do?”

A few seconds later, she
raised a fist in the air.

“I was scared and I thought:
‘What a mafia,” she told me when we
spoke in March, referring to the U.S. ad-
ministration. “‘But they will not break
us.””

She is a vocal advocate for

Albanese
the rights of the Palestinian people in their
struggle with Israel, making her loved and
loathed with equal extremes of feeling.

Albanese was among the
first official voices to label what has hap-
pened in Gaza a genocide. In a statement
last week, the Israeli mission to the U.N.
Geneva said she had engaged in “virulent
antisemitism.”

Her supporters — includ-
ing human-rights activists, Palestinians,
some Israelis and a vast legion of online
followers — see Albanese as a rare and
forceful voice piercing the cone of silence
and indifference that has fallen over Gaza
while a generational crime takes place
within.

This has earned her pow-
erful enemies. Israel and U.S. officials,
antisemitism watchdogs and a group of
European governments say she is an an-
tisemite, whose simplistic depiction of the
conflict and inflammatory language is fan-
ning hatred toward Jews. Some Jews who
might otherwise be sympathetic to her
cause find some of her public statements
— which, for instance, have drawn paral-
lels between Isracl’s government and the
Nazis — troubling and offensive.

But even against a cam-
paign to discredit and silence her, the U.S.
sanctions were an escalation — and an
impressive expression of American power
and animus. She was, after all, an unpaid

UN. expert, whose only real weapon

(aside from the symbolic authority of her
office) was her voice. That’s a point her
family will take up in a court in the Dis-
trict of Columbia on Wednesday as they
challenge the sanctions on free-speech
grounds.

Now she is under con-
straints normally reserved for narco-bar-
ons and terrorists. What had she done that
was so threatening to the U.S.?
thinks ~ she

knows. “This fury comes because I poked

Albanese

the bear,” she said. “Not in one eye, in
both eyes.”

Albanese was not always
adversarial. Looking back at her younger
self — a bookish kid from a strict, intel-
lectual family in Ariano Irpino, a small
town in southern Italy — she remembers a
fine-honed sense of injustice to which she
rarely gave voice.

She grew up admiring
anti-fascist partisans like Sandro Pertini,
Italy’s former president, and the prosecu-
tors who exposed the mafia’s grip on the
state, Giovanni Falcone and Paolo Borsel-
lino. When she learned about the Catho-
lic church covering up child abuse, she
stopped going to Mass.

But mostly she was at-
tracted to the power of institutions. After
studying law, she went to work for the
UN., human rights NGOs and in aca-
demia and became a leading expert on the
law governing Palestinian refugees. Then,
in 2021, Michael Lynk, the special rappor-
teur on Palestine, suggested she apply to
be his successor.

Whether she has been
changed by what followed, or whether it
revealed something hidden all along, Al-
banese has discovered a talent for not only
documenting Israel’s abuses, but speaking
about them.

“There is no glory in be-
ing a chronicler of a genocide,” she told
the event in Slovenia. Yet she receives
pop-star levels of adoration from her fans,
which include 1.3 million followers on
Instagram. They admire her frankness,
courage and charisma — and her angular

horn-rimmed glasses. Her daughter, she
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says, describes her as the Lorax — the Dr.
Seuss character who makes a lonely stand
for the trees even as they are chopped
down — “apart from the mustache and the
bald part.”

But history is often cruel to
messengers. The Lorax was ignored and
disappeared into the sky. Falcone and Bor-
sellino were both blown up by the mafia
in 1992. Albanese herself is being targeted
by the most powerful government in the
world. And it is upending her life, disrupt-
ing her family and leaving her financial
future uncertain.

U.N. headquarters in Ge-
neva, where Albanese presented her latest
report — a synthesis of allegations of on-
going torture by Israeli authorities, drawn
from more than 300 testimonies.

United Nations Emblem

Albanese had to warn her
researchers at Columbia University, which
provided her U.N. office with student as-
sistants, that continuing to work with her
would place them in legal jeopardy.

“I'm good at doing what I
do,” she said. “Which is part of the mis-
fortune.”

Last Thursday, I spent the
day with Albanese at the U.N. headquar-
ters in Geneva, where she was presenting
her latest report.

She is one of dozens of
special rapporteurs tasked by the UN. to
report on human rights issues around the
world. Her role, a post created in 1993,
is specifically to investigate Israel for
breaches of international law in the Pales-
tinian territories. None of her predecessors
have attracted anything approaching the
level of global recognition Albanese has.

She took the role in 2022,
just a year before Hamas committed the
atrocities of Oct. 7, killing about 1,200
people in Israel and taking 251 hostages.
Then Israel responded by killing more
than 75,000 Gazans, according to inde-

pendent in The

sion of her March 2024 report. Eighteen
months later, a U.N. commission con-
cluded the same. In November 2024, the
International Criminal Court issued arrest
warrants for Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu and former Defense Min-
ister Yoav Gallant over alleged war crimes
and crimes against humanity in Gaza.
Whatever the legal definition, more than
half of the dead are women and children,
according to the Lancet study.

The Israeli government did
not respond to questions about Gaza nor
Albanese. Last week in a statement posted
online, the Israeli mission to the U.N. Ge-
neva called Albanese “an agent of chaos”
and said she had engaged in “virulent an-
tisemitism, including peddling narratives
that constitute Holocaust distortion and
trivialization. She routinely makes state-
ments supporting terrorist organizations,
and advocates dangerous extremist narra-
tives to undermine the very existence of
the State of Israel.”

Since the beginning of the
invasion, Albanese has “not had a day of
lightness,” she said. When not traveling
to promote her work, she works from her
office on the first floor of their two-story
house in Tunis, Tunisia, sifting through
accounts of death, torture and rape. Her
reports have titles like Russian novels:
“Anatomy of a Genocide” from March
2024 and last week’s “Torture and geno-
cide.” They condemn Israel in unambigu-
ous terms.

“I don’t take it as an of-
fense or as an insult when they tell me
that 'm an activist,” she said. “What is
the contrary? Being a pacifist? What does
it mean being silent in the face of geno-
cide?”

When I met her in Geneva,
Albanese had been sleeping poorly. She
was at the end of several days of nonstop
meetings, events and press interviews to
publicize her latest report — a synthesis

of all

Lancet, a medical journal.
Albanese  was  among
the first official voices to label what has

happened in Gaza a genocide, the conclu-

of ongoing torture by Israeli
authorities, drawn from more than 300 tes-
timonies.

By lunchtime, she was vis-

ibly tired. Realizing she had an interview

with the U.S.-based Democracy Now! TV
program in eight minutes, she groaned.
She begged her team for a sandwich, for
a Ferrero Pocket Coffee, for a 20-minute
lie-down. (She got the first two, but not
the third.) She griped to the Democracy
Now! producer about the hold music; then
to me about the producer’s purported lack
of humor. Even as the host Amy Good-
man opened the segment, Albanese was
slumped forward toward the computer,
gray-black hair strewn across her face.

But when Goodman began
to ask her about reports from recent days
of a Palestinian father forced to watch as
Isracli guards put out cigarettes on his
toddler’s leg, Albanese was suddenly sit-
ting straight, hair swept behind her ears,
dangly red earrings clinking as she hit the
end of every sentence like a chisel. My
notes, taken during her response, read:
“intentionally and sadistically ... torture,
sodomization ... orgy of depravity ...
raped with a knife ... break their spirit.”

After the U.S. sanctions on
Albanese were announced, she had one
month to cut ties with the U.S.

Severing those ties would
prove difficult.

She had lived in Washing-
ton D.C. for three years starting in 2012,
where she and her husband still kept an
apartment. They had been, in many ways,
atypical family of the U.S. capital’s itiner-
ant international elite. Her husband, Mas-
similiano Cali, is an Italian economist at
the World Bank; Albanese had joined the
Institute for the Study of International
Migration at Georgetown University as an
affiliated scholar and volunteered teaching
yoga in a homeless shelter.

Facing the imminent freez-
ing of their assets, they decided to sell
the flat. “It was painful,” she said. It was
where the older of their two daughters was
born in 2013. It was where they returned
whenever Cali needed to visit the Bank’s
headquarters. They had just paid off the
mortgage and much of their personal
wealth was tied up in the apartment. With-
in days, she said, a buyer came forward

offering a fair price, knowing they were

in trouble. Then the Treasury’s Office of
Foreign Assets Control killed the sale.

Since 2021, the family has
lived in Tunis, where Cali had been posted
by the Bank. The lawsuit filed in the dis-
trict court in Washington in February by
Cali and Albanese’s 13-year-old eldest
daughter — Albanese is unable to bring
suit herself under U.N. rules — enumer-
ates the impacts of the sanctions on the
family: Not only has the U.S. blocked
them from their property, but banks have
frozen Albanese’s accounts. Transactions
involving her are stopped because inter-
mediaries, such as Stripe, are American.
Her health insurance has halted payments.
Hotels have canceled bookings in her
name.

She lives as a “financial
outcast,” she said. She hides her iden-
tity, surviving on cash and the goodwill
of friends and family. “If I were alone,
I would be utterly, utterly screwed,” she
said.

She had to tell her re-
searchers at Columbia University, which
provided her UN. office with student
assistants, that continuing to work with
her would place them in legal jeopardy.
Georgetown closed her email account.
(“Institutions are prohibited by federal
law from affiliating with individuals sub-
ject to U.S. sanctions,” said a Georgetown
spokesperson.)

Even her speaking ap-
pearances outside the United States are
frequently cancelled on legal advice — or
without any explanation at all. Experts she
had communicated with in the course of
her work told her their lawyers had ad-
vised them not to speak with her. In Signal
chats, she watched as friends and collabo-
rators quietly exited groups with her in
them.

Cali worries for Albanese’s
safety, she said. There have been creepy
incidents. A passport in a hotel room,
moved to a part of the room she hadn’t
used. Broken glass evenly and carefully
spread across the front doorstep of her
home in Tunis — just where she stands

barefoot every morning to wave her kids
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Out About Gaza. Now She Can’t Use a Credit Card

off to school. (Albanese did not make her
husband available for this story.)

Her supporters — includ-
ing human-rights activists, Palestinians,
some Israelis and a vast legion of online
followers — see Albanese as a rare and
forceful voice piercing the cone of silence
and indifference that has fallen over Gaza.

She said she’d heard from
contacts “close to the Trump administra-
tion” who encouraged her to resign quietly,
urging her to think about the toll this was
taking on her family. (The White House
did not respond to a request to comment
on this.) The U.S. has barred Albanese and
Cali from entering the country. This means
their daughter, who is an American citizen
but a minor, can’t realistically return to the
land of her birth. It also means Cali has
become the sole breadwinner and cannot
set foot in World Bank HQ. Despite oc-
casional grumbles from the kids who miss
her as she travels constantly, she said, the
family is steadfastly behind her.

Their oldest daughter faces
additional legal uncertainty, her lawsuit
claims. U.S. President Donald Trump’s
executive order, on which the sanctions
rest, makes it illegal for Americans to ex-
change “funds, goods, or services” with
listed people. Albanese fears an overzeal-
ous prosecutor might pursue her teenaged
daughter over a Christmas gift or a cup of
coffee. OFAC, in a response to the filing,

said it had created a parental exemption
for transactions that are “essen-
tial to the maintenance” of their
daughter. That could include,
for example, school fees for the
American school she attends in
Tunis.

In the spring of last
year, Albanese wrote letters to
48 companies, universities and
financial institutions notifying
them that, in her view, they were
complicit in and profiting from a

genocide.

Speaking Truth to Power: UN expert Francesca Albanese santioned by US

The Trump adminis-
tration is imposing sanctions on
the UN Human Rights Council
special rapporteur Francesca Al-
banese, an outspoken critic of Is-
rael’s military offensive in Gaza.

Secretary of State
Marco Rubio linked the move to
her support for the International
Criminal Court (ICC), some of
whose judges have already been
sanctioned by the US.

Rubio said the US
was sanctioning Albanese for di-
rectly engaging with the ICC in
its efforts to prosecute American
or Israeli nationals, accusing her
of being unfit for service as a UN
Special Rapporteur.

The
likely to prevent Albanese from

travelling to the US and would

sanctions  are

block any assets she has in the
country.

In a post on X, Alba-
nese did not directly address the
sanctions, but wrote: “[O]n this
day more than ever: I stand firmly
and convincingly on the side of
justice, as I have always done.”

The
which the Italy-born special rap-

message, in

porteur reposted a thread of sup-
port for ICC, said she came from
the court’s founding country,
where lawyers and judges had
“defended justice at great cost and
often with their own life”.

“Iintend to honor that
tradition,” she added in the post.

Albanese declined to
comment to the BBC, but was
quoted by Al Jazeera as describ-
ing the sanctions as “mafia style
intimidation techniques”.

It is the latest escala-
tion by the Trump administration
as it wages a campaign against the
ICC, having already sanctioned
four of its judges.

The US took the ac-
tion after the court last year is-
sued arrest warrants for Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu and his then-Defence Min-
ister Yoav Gallant for alleged war
crimes in Gaza, accusations they
reject.

Rubio also accused
Albanese of having “spewed un-
abashed antisemitism, expressed
support for terrorism, and open
contempt for the United States,
Israel, and the West”.

The move is likely to
provoke a fierce backlash from
those who argue for account-
ability over the civilian death toll
from Israel’s military offensive in
Gaza.

The special rappor-

Albanese
teur has long argued that West-
ern governments are not doing
enough to support the rights of
Palestinians in the occupied Pal-
estinian territories.

Her outspoken stance
has attracted significant support
among those who accuse Israeli
and US leaders of weaponising
accusations of antisemitism in
order to silence scrutiny of their
policies.

Her critics  have
pointed to language used in the
past by Albanese, including a
2014 comment when she sug-
gested the “Jewish lobby” was
influencing US government deci-
sions when it came to Israel and
the Palestinians.

She is since reported
to have said she regretted the re-
mark, but rejected claims it was
antisemitic.

The head of Amnesty
International and former UN Spe-
cial Rapporteur Agnes Callamard
said she was dismayed by the de-
cision to sanction Albanese.

“Governments
around the world and all actors
who believe in the rule-based
order and international law must
do everything in their power to
mitigate and block the effect of
the sanctions against Francesca
Albanese,” she said.

Rubio said Albanese
had shown contempt for the US
by writing “threatening letters”
to several US companies, making
what he called unfounded accusa-
tions and recommending the ICC
pursue prosecutions of the com-
panies and their executives.

“We will not tolerate
these campaigns of political and
economic warfare, which threaten
our national interests and sover-
eignty,” Rubio said.

Earlier this month Al-
banese called on dozens of mul-
tinational companies to stop do-
ing business with Israel, warning
them they risked being complicit
in war crimes in Gaza and the oc-
cupied West Bank.

She said the com-

panies “profited from the Israeli

Most of Gaza's population has also been displaced multiple times. More than 90% of homes are estimated to be damaged or destroyed, the healthcare, water; sanitation and hygiene systems have collapsed; and there are shortages of

food, fuel, medicine and shelter. At least 57,575 people have been killed in Gaza since then, according to the territory’s Hamas-run health ministry. There are no schools, hospitals, churches, mosques left in Gaza. Food has been used as a weapon.

economy of illegal occupation,
apartheid, and now genocide”
in the occupied Palestinian ter-
ritories. Israel rejected her report
as “groundless”, saying it would
“join the dustbin of history”.

Albanese has criti-
cised Donald Trump’s plan, an-
nounced in February, to take over
the Gaza Strip and displace its
residents elsewhere.

“It’s unlawful, im-

moral and... completely irrespon-

sible because it will make the
regional crisis even worse,” she
said in February.

The timing of the
sanctions announcement is no-
table with Netanyahu currently
in Washington, where he received
an extended honour cordon at the
Pentagon on Wednesday.

Albanese has pre-
viously rejected similar claims
against her, telling the BBC in

October: “I don’t take these re-

marks and the defamation they
carry lightly, but at the same time,
I know this is not about me, as my
predecessors knew that it was not
about them.

“I also know these
member states [making accusa-
tions of antisemitism] have done
absolutely nothing to abide by
international law.”

Her office has been

approached for comment.

Some 125 countries
are parties to the Rome Statute
that established the ICC and are
protected by it, as well as bound
by their membership to uphold
the court’s decisions.

The US, like Israel, is
not a member of the court.

It has sided with Is-
rael, its staunch ally, which it has
armed throughout the Gaza war,

against the Netanyahu arrest war-

rant, while many European coun-
tries have said they respect the
court’s independence in the case.

The Israeli military
launched a campaign in Gaza in
response to the Hamas-led at-
tack on southern Israel on 7 Oc-
tober 2023, in which about 1,200
people were killed and 251 others
were taken hostage.

At least 57,575 peo-

ple have been killed in Gaza since

then, according to the territory’s
Hamas-run health ministry.

Most of Gaza’s popu-
lation has also been displaced
multiple times. More than 90%
of homes are estimated to be
damaged or destroyed; the
healthcare, water, sanitation
and hygiene systems have col-
lapsed; and there are shortages
of food, fuel, medicine and shel-

ter.
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ECPL receives Rural and Small Libraries Grant to Support Technology Department

The East Cleve-
land  Public  Library
(ECPL) has been award-
ed a grant for Rural and
Small Libraries to sup-
port overall technologi-
cal advancement in our
Technology Department.

A cohort of
66 libraries were cho-
sen to receive a grant of
$25,000 each to develop
and expand adult basic
and digital literacy pro-
gramming in their com-
munities.

A’ Sarah Green,
Library ~ Systems and
Services Manager at the
ECPL, says, “This year,
the East Cleveland Pub-
lic Library continued to

At least 930 peo-
ple have died in Congo’s
Ebola outbreak, the coun-
try’s Ministry of Health said
Monday, with 37 new deaths
recorded in a 24-hour span
Friday into Saturday, one of
the highest totals.

The deaths were
recorded out of the 2,344
cases confirmed as of Satur-
day, the health ministry said.

The Ebola out-
break that was declared in
eastern Congo on May 15
is the fastest-growing Ebola
outbreak on record. The
Bundibugyo virus respon-
sible for the outbreak is less
common than others that
cause Ebola disease, and
there is no approved vaccine
or treatment.

ECPL receives Rural and Small Libraries Grant to Support

Technology Department The East Cleveland Public Library has received

a grant gift of $25,000 for use in our Digital Navigator Program and our

Technology Department.

strengthen its technology liable public computer
services by providing re- access, high-speed inter-

At least 930 people have died in Congo’s Ebola outbreak

Health workers tend to an Ebola patient at the Rwampara
Tieatment Center in Ituri, Congo, Thursday, June 18, 2026.

Ebola is highly
contagious and can be trans-
mitted to people from wild
animals. It spreads in the
human population through
contact with bodily fluids
such as vomit, blood or se-

men, and with contaminated
surfaces and materials such
as bedding and clothing.
The disease is rare but se-
vere and often fatal.

The surge in
deaths comes as safety fears
have restricted the response

net, digital resources, and
technology  assistance
that support learning,
workforce development,
and community engage-
ment. Our technology
infrastructure has helped
bridge the digital divide
by ensuring patrons have
access to the tools and
skills they need to suc-
ceed in an increasingly
digital world.”

Troy Dillard has
been working at the East
Cleveland Public Library
for 5 years, where he
has had the opportunity
to serve and support our
community. As a Digital
Navigator at ECPL, he
helps patrons build digi-

in the worst-affected prov-
ince of Ituri. A total of five
provinces have been affect-
ed, all in the eastern region
where rebel violence is ram-
pant.

At least 12 at-
tacks — mostly fueled by
skepticism and rumors —
have been recorded against
health facilities and teams
since the outbreak was de-
clared in mid-May, authori-
ties said Saturday. Many
health workers meanwhile
have walked off their jobs
as they protest lack of pay-
ment.

At least 36 health
workers infected with the
virus have died.

The World Health
Organization last week ex-

tal skills, access technol-
ogy, and connect with es-
sential online resources.
This role has strength-
ened his commitment to
promoting digital inclu-
sion and ensuring equita-
ble access to information
for everyone.

Library Digital
Navigators are trusted
guides who provide free,
one-on-one tech support
to help you get connect-
ed, find affordable inter-
net, learn basic computer
skills, or use your devic-
es.

“Looking ahead
to next year, we will fo-
cus on expanding digital
literacy ~ programming,

pressed concerns that 80%
of new Ebola cases were
emerging from unknown
chains of transmission, a
sign the outbreak is spread-
ing faster than health of-
ficials can track despite an

expanding response.
Health
Ministry said in its latest

Congo’s

update that 724 patients are
currently in isolation and in
hospitals, and that it is in-
tensifying response efforts
in affected health zones.
“Patient care and
support capacities are con-
solidating, with 22 new
recoveries recorded in 24

hours,” the ministry said.

One of the world’s rarest cats born at Cleveland zoo

A critically en-
dangered big cat has made
history in Ohio.

An Amur leopard
cub born at Cleveland Me-
troparks Zoo has set a first
for Ohio zoos, a significant
development for a species
thought to have fewer than
100 animals left in the wild.

The cub was born
just after midnight on July
1 in Cleveland Metroparks
Zo0’s Asian Highlands area
to S-year-old mother Marta
and 4-year-old father Sylas.

The arrival marks
the zoo’s first Amur leopard
birth in its 144-year history
and, according to GlobeN-
ewswire, no other Ohio zoo
has recorded one either.

Zoo staff said
Marta and the cub have
been spending time together
behind the scenes and are
being closely watched.

Keepers have al-
ready seen the cub feeding,

An Amur leopard cub born at Cleveland Me-
troparks Zoo has set a first for Ohio zoos, a significant devel-
opment for a species thought to have fewer than 100 animals

left in the wild.

being cleaned by Marta, and
moving on its own, though
visitors will need to wait
several more weeks before
it goes on view.

Because  Amur

leopards are typically soli-
tary, Sylas is still visible
to visitors while Marta re-
mains with the cub. The
cub’s sex has not yet been
confirmed.

CHARLIE WILSON
TYRESE
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The birth comes
just weeks after a red panda
cub was also born in Asian
Highlands on June 21.

Few wild cats are
as scarce as the Amur leop-
ard.

Its wild popula-
tion is limited to a small
part of southwestern Primo-
rye in Russia, where threats
include poaching, forest
exploitation,  expanding
infrastructure, and climate-
related pressures.

Cleveland ~ Me-
troparks Zoo noted that ac-
credited zoos worldwide
house only about 200 to 300
Amur leopards, so managed
breeding plans are impor-
tant for protecting genetic
diversity.

Biodiversity
helps ecosystems stay resil-
ient, and strong ecosystems
are linked to cleaner air,
more stable natural systems,
and stronger local econo-

mies built around science,
stewardship, and respon-
sible tourism.

The cub’s birth is
part of the Association of
Zoos & Aquariums’ Amur
Leopard Species Survival
Plan, which coordinates
breeding to sustain healthy,
genetically diverse popula-
tions of endangered animals
in human care.

Cleveland ~ Me-
troparks Zoo has also sup-
ported conservation work
beyond its own campus.

The zoo has con-

tributed more than $50,000
since 2013 to Amur tiger
conservation initiatives that
also help Amur leopards in
their native habitat.
Efforts to protect
reduce poaching,
and support field interven-
tions can help multiple
threatened species at the
same time.

forests,

PAYCOR STADIUM

enhancing our tech-
nology infrastructure,
and exploring new
technologies and ser-
vices that improve
accessibility, innova-
tion, and the overall
patron  experience,”
adds Green. “These ef-
forts will ensure the li-
brary remains a trusted
technology hub for the
East Cleveland com-
munity.”

This  project
is made possible by a
grant from the Associa-
tion for Rural & Small
Libraries through the
generosity of the An-
drew Carnegie Foun-
dation.
ARSL builds strong
communities through

advocacy, professional
development, and el-
evating the impact of
rural and small librar-
ies. As the premier
organization  repre-
senting rural and small
libraries, ARSL rec-
ognizes their unique
needs and is commit-
ted to providing an
environment that en-
courages  excellence
within this community
of practice, supporting
their goals of service
and speaking on behalf
of this important con-
stituency.

Carnegie Cor-
poration of New York
was established by An-
drew Carnegie in 1911
to promote the ad-

vancement and diffu-
sion of knowledge and
understanding. Today
the foundation works
to reduce political po-
larization through phil-
anthropic support for
the issues that Carn-
egie considered most
important: education,
democracy, and peace.

The East
Cleveland Public Li-
brary (ECPL) serves
by providing quality
service, accurate infor-
mation and cutting-
edge technology that
results in a competent
public.  www.eastc-
levelandpubliclibrary.
org | 216-541-4128 |
14101 Euclid Ave. East
Cleveland, OH 44112

Explore career opportunities
at Cuyahoga DD

Join our Team
and Make a
Difference

To learn more, visit
CuyahogaDD.org,
click on Careers
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O O @ CuyahogaDD.org/careers

C O UNT Y

EDWINS

BUTCHER SHOP

Bt 2018 Buckepe

Visit Us
Dine With US Or Join Us
Edwins
12383 Cedar Road
Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44106
216-921-3333
Edwins Butcher Shop

13024 Buckeye Road
Cleveland, Ohio 44120
216-417 1100
Tuesday-Friday 11:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Saturday 10:00 a.m. 2:00 p.m.

Edwins Institute

To Enroll: Call 216-921-3333
6 MonthsTraining
Culinary Arts

La Bastille at EDWINS on Saturday, July 12 from 6:30 - 10:00 p.m.
Celebrate freedom and second chances at EDWINS’ annual
La Bastille event on Saturday, July 12. Enjoy an unforgettable eve-
ning of French-inspired fare, cocktails, live music, and dancing!

INRTEHIRT

16802 Chagrin Boulevard

Cleveland, Ohio 44120
(216) 417-0904

Great Service At A Great Location
Looking For Quality Shoe Repair And Maintenance? Look No Further...

Visit Gomez Shoe Repair & Luggage Shop Today
Hours: Monday-Saturday - 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

*Shoe & Boot Repairs - *Luggage And Hand Bag Repair
*All Leather, Suede Cleaning & Repair - *Accessories, Polishes & Strings

* We Sell All Lines Of Purses
* We Clean Timberland Boots

Omiine Orthopedic
ITifts Sc Shhoe Repairc

Lifts and leather shoe repair is our specialty including bags,
purses, luggage, sport and designer shoes & more!

Shoerepairsonline.com




